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BALTIMORE DOCKWORKERS REFUSE TO UNLOAD 
RHODESIAN CARGO: 

BOYCOTT SPREADS TO MAJOR EAST AND GULF COAST PORTS 

BALTIMORE, Md . (LNS) — For the second time 
in three months, Baltimore longshoremen and the i r 
supporters prevented the ship, "African Sun" from 
unloading its Rhodesian cargo. 

The International Longshoremen "s Association 
( ! LA) also passed a resolution in February of- 
ficially endorsing the boycott of all Rhodesian 
goods shipped into East and Gulf coast ports 
under its jurisdiction. Although the SLA had 
previously tried to thwart the boycott, It 
finally gave into the constant pressure of black 
rank-and-file dockers who, along with other 
groups including farmworkers, hospital, steel 
and shipyard workers, have effectively closed 
down the whole East coast to Rhodesian ships. 

Boycotts against Rhodesian goods are now 
taking place in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Norfolk, Dockers in New Orleans 
and Baton Rouge, Louisiana are planning to ex- 
tend the boycott to the port of Burnside, Lou- 
isiana, a non-union port on the Mississippi Ri- 
ver near Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 

Burnside is one of the few United States 
ports still effectively open to Rhodesian chrome 
and nickel. It was black dockers at Burnside 
and students at Southern University in Baton 
Rouge who first boycotted a shipment of chrome 
from Rhodesia two years ago. 

In Charleston, South Carolina, the Defense 
Committee, a G,l, group, is organizing a boycott 
of asbestos from Rhodesia, 

The spearhead of the boycott movement has 
been mostly black dockers from S LA Local 333 
in Baltimore, They forced the African Sun to 
return 56 crates of nickel to Rhodesia on Dec- 
ember 12, It was the first time U,8, dockers 
had forced Rhodesian imports to be returned to 
Africa, 

Ten days before the arrival of the African 
Sun in March, Baltimore longshoremen and the 
Coalition Against Rhodesian Imports held a 
rally in support of the South Africa Libera- 
tion Movement and the dockers’ boycott. Three 
hundred working people and students attended. 


came here with the ships is treated so badly. 

They come Into port In freezing weather with 
hardly any clothes on. The food they have to 
eat Is worse than the food to feed to hogs-- 
the brothers have offered me food while I sat 
and talked to them but t was afraid to eat it. 

I really felt sick about that, 

"Some of the brothers have, tried to jump 
ship so they wouldn't have to return to Africa, 
One brother broke his leg while we were unload- 
ing a ship and instead of getting him to a doc- 
tor, they just threw him back in the cabin. 

Me and some other black dockworkers have taken 
clothes to the African brothers when we went to 
work their ships, so they wouldn't freeze to 
death." 

* * * 

On December 18, the United States Senate 
overrode a Southern filibuster and voted to 
repeal the Byrd amendment. Under the Byrd amend- 
ment United States Steel producers have been 
permitted to import chrome and nickel from Rho- 
desia. The amendment, passed in the late 60 1 s , 
was In direct violation of a United Nations em- 
bargo on all trade with the white minority gov- 
ernment of Rhodesia. 

Although Secretary of State Henry Kissin- 
ger publicly supported the repeal of the Byrd 
amendment, lower-level State, Treasury and Com- 
merce functionaries and Nixon aides are doing 
everything possible to bolster the white minor- 
ity government of ian Smith with secret arms 
shipments and economic aid. And with the in- 
creasing success of neighboring Mozambique's 
liberation forces and the growing Rhodesian anti- 
Smith guerilla forces, the United States aid 
i s vital . 

Treasury and Commerce department officials 
have quietly given Boeing and United Airlines 
permission to help Smith organize and equip Air 
Rhodesia. They also issued permits to Hertz, 
Avis, and Holiday Inn to do business in Rhodesia. 
The first Holiday Inn opened in Rhodesia last 
December. 

The Smith government Is trying to- build 
up its tourist trade with the United States. 
Tourism Is Rhodesia's second biggest Industry. 


A black woman docker, one of the leaders 
of the successful boycott of Rhodesian chrome 
ore In Bal timore, expressed sympathy with : 
workers in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia's proper, Afri- 
can name): "If we don't work, we don't lose 

that much. If a black miner In Zimbabwe 
doesn't work, he starves." 

Another dockworker described what he saw . 
of working conditions for Africans on board 
ships he has unloaded: 

"First, I'm actually afraid tov work the ships 
that come in from southern Africa because of 


For more information about what you can 
do to support the boycott, contact Militant 
Action Dockers, P.0. BOX 4387, Baltimore, Md , 
21223; Joint Task Force Against Rhodesian Im- 
ports, P.0. BOX 6289, Norfolk, V a. 23508; or 
the American Committee oh Africa, 164 Madison 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016. 
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( In format ion in this article was taken from the 
April edition of the Southern Patriot .) 




PRG BREAKS OFF TALKS WITH SAIGON AS THIEU 
CONTINUES WAR AGAINST LIBERATED AREAS 


By Schofield Coryell 
LIBERATION News Service 

PARIS (INS) -- "Mr. Nixon clings to his Vietnam 
policy in the same way that he clings to his 'Presi- 
dential chair," explained Duong Dinh Thao, the Paris 
press representative of the Provisional Revolution- 
ary Government of South Vietnam (PRG) , at a May 10 
press conference. 

Thao noted that in violation of the Paris agre- 
ements the Saigon regime has been "intensifying and 
multiplying its acts of agression, launching attack 
after attack against the liberated' zones and delib- 
erately violating the' provisions'' of the Agreement . " 

This policy, Thao pointed out, "is being car- 
ried out at the instigation of the United States 
and with its full support." 

As a result of the continued violations of the 
Agreement by the' Thieu' government, the peace mach- 
inery set up by the Paris Accords has been brought 
to a halt. The PRG delegation in Saigon announced 
on May 10 that it would cease attending meetings 
with the Saigon regime' until the PRG delegation's 
"privileges and immunities" necessary for 'its ef- 
ficient functioning were restored. 

For over a month prior to this decision, Saigon 
had kept the PRG delegation' in virtual isolation, 
prohibiting their usual weekly press conferences, cut 
ting off their telephone' lines and halting the lia- 
ison flights between Saigon and the' PRG* s administra- 
tive capital in Loc Ninh. 

Three days later, on May 13, PRG representatives 
in Paris announced that they would also stop meeting 
with Saigon representatives' in Paris "until such 
time as the Saigon Administration ends its sabotage 
of the talks between the' two South Vietnamese sides 
and adopts a serious attitude towards thernegotia- 
tions. . . .? The break down in talks ends, for the time 
being, all contact between the two sides. 

Nguyen Van Hieu, the head of the Paris PRG 
delegation, explained' that Saigon's present increas- 
ed hostility is designed to create a "climate of 
tenticns" in order to give' a: stronger bargaining 
position to - conservatives in the' U. S:. ' Congress, where 
Nixon's recent demands' for 'more military aid to 
Thieu" s regime have run into opposition. 

Another reason for Saigon's present attitude, 
said Hieu, is the fear' that the PRC's recent six- 
point peace plan- -offering a timetable for a real 
ceasefire and calling for implementation of the Par^ 
is Accords-- will continue to gain support with peo- 
ple around the world and in South Vietnam. To avoid 
this, Saigon has decided to break off talks rather 
than : take the plan seriously. 

According to Hieu, opposition to Thieu is in- 
creasing to even greater' levels' inside Saigon and 
throughout South Vietnam as the country's economic 
situation further deteriorates. He. spoke in partic- 
ular of the increased growth of the Third Force, 
those people in opposition to Thieu but not aligned 
with the PRG. Most of the Third Force's new support- 


ers have come ' from Saigon * s small middle class 
which has been hit hard recently by hhe economic 
crisis. 

Recently a new organization- -the Committee 
of Struggle' for the Application of the Paris Agree- 
ment-- has been set up in Saigon and has collected 
hundreds of signatures on a petition for peace. 

Hieu explained that this is anvact of great courage 
in view of the repressive policies of Thieu's po- 
lice. Current estimates place more than 200,000 
political prisoners in Saigon jails. 

The same group also recently organized a public 
demonstration in Saigon with banners proclaiming: 

"Thieu Means War." 

Inside cities like Saigon, the economic situ- 
ation has gotten so bad that only the few wealthy 
people are able to make ends meet, Hieu explained. 

Among the main problems are a serious shortage of 
rice, ironically, in a country that used to export 
rice. Hieu pointed out that workers in various in- 
dustries --dockers , building trades, railroads, etc. -- 
have been waging "grass root struggles for better 
conditions" in opposition to the ph I e u - con t r o 1 1 ed 
labor unions. 

At a recent discussion with American visitors, 

Hieu stressed that the prime focus of pfeople in 
the UFS. wishing to help the Vietnamese people should 
be to pressure Congress to cut off all aid to the 
Saigon regime . 

"That regime survives only because of the con- 
stant injection of American dollars," Hieu explain- 
ed. 

--30-- 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA IGNORES STUDENT REFERENDUM, 
CONTINUES TO SERVE SCAB LETTUCE 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (LNS) -- Two sets of salad are 
being served in the cafeterias at the University of 
Minnesota- -one labeled "made with Teamster lettuce" 
and the other "made with United Farm Worker lettuce." 

So far, this has been the university administra- 
tion's response to a student 1 boycott of campus caf- 
eterias. The boycott resulted from the administra- 
tion ' s refusal to honor the results of a student re- 
ferendum demanding that the school food services 
stop buying and serving non-UFW lettuce and grapes. 

Student groups on campus intend to continue 
picketing until only UFW lettuce and grapes are 
served. The faculty club has supported their de- 
mands. 

--•30-- 

[Thanks to People's World for this short.] 

DON'T EAT GRAPES-- THEY'RE BAD FOR OTHERS 

NEW YORK (LNS)-- In places where the United 
Farmworkers boycott of lettuce and grapes is having 
an impact, many grocers are stocking grapes of al- 
ternative origin. UFW supporters have reported be- 
ing offered grapes from Chile and South Africa. 

So, folks, remember, the only acceptable grape 
is the grape you grow yourself! -d) 
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[See packet #584 for background on the B ,L .A.] 

HUNG JURY IN CASE OF 5 MEN ACCUSED IN COP KILLINGS; 

ALLEGED BLACK LIBERATION ARMY 
MEMBERS TO FACE NEW TRIAL 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS)— After 26 hours of deliberations, 
a. jury of six blacks and six whites announced that it 
was hopelessly deadlocked In the trial of five men 
accused of the murder of two New York City policemen 
in Harlem in 1971. The five men --known as the New 
York 5”- are alleged to be members of the Black Lib- 
eration Army(BLA) . A date for a retrial of the case 
has been set for May 28. 


threatened with losing their children." 

Other jury members said they thought Bell's 
finger prints had been planted at the scene of 
the crime. "I don't believe in prints--! know 
the police and fingerprints don't mean a 
thing," one of the jurors said as he left the 
court house , 

Those who held out for acquittal also not- 
ed that one witness had said that three men 
he had seen leaving the area were short --two 
of them about five feet tall. All of the defend- 
ents are considerably taller. 


The hung jury marked the second time in the 
last two months that prosecutors have failed in the 
State Supreme Court to convict defendants accused 
of killing police. On March 21, a State Supreme Court 
jury found Henry Brown- -also alleged to be a member 
of the BLA--not guilty on charges that he murdered 
two policemen on the Lower East Side of New York 
two years ago. 

The defendants --Anthony ^Bottom, Herman Bell, 
Gabriel and Francisco Torres, and Albert Washington 
--were charged with the May 21, 1971 shooting death 
of two officers, one black and the other white, out- 
side a housing project in Harlem. 

This followed by two days an attack on two 
police officers guarding the house of then Manhattan 
D.A. Frank Hogan. Richard Moore, one of the Panther 
21 unsuccessfully prosecuted by Hogan, was later con- 
victed of that attack and sentenced to life in pris- 
on. He is also alleged to be a member of the Black 
Liberation Army. 

According to members of the New York 5 jury, 
there was a severe split within their ranks as to 
whether to believe police testimony in the case. An- 
other major factor in the hung jury was the belief by 
many jury members that important prosecution witness- 
es were forced to turn state’s evidence under duress. 

The main evidence in the case was the claim by 
police that a finger print of Herman Bell was found 
on a car parked near the scene of the crime, and the 
testimony of three women who said they had heard 
the five defendants boasting of having "of fed two 
pigs." One of the women was Linda Torres, wife of 
Gabriel Torres, and the two others were sisters who 
were friends of Francisco Torres. 

Though they testified that they had heard the 
five men boast of committing the crime, all the wo- 
men later admitted that police officers and the 
assistant district attorney had threatened them with 
jail and the loss of their children if they refused 
to cooperate with the prosecution „ Although accused 
of no crime the three spent more than a year in jail 
or in "protective custody" in apartment or hotel 
rooms under 24 hour armed guards, 

"I didn't trust the cops because they put the 
eyewitnesses under too much pressure, particularly 
the little girls [The women ranged in age from 18 
to 21 — ed„] s " said Clarence Reeves, one of the 
jurors. "They [the jurors] figured these witnesses 
were programed to say what they had to say," contin- 
ued Reeves. "They were under pressure , And they were.. 
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At the final vote, the jury was hung at 
11 to 1 and 10 to 2 to acquit the Torres broth- 
ers and at 11 to 1 to acquit A1 Washington. 

Bell and Bottom, who police claimed carried 
out the murder with the help of the other three 
men, received votes of 8 to 4 and 9 to 3 re- 
spectively for conviction. 

Even if the new trial should acquit the 
defendants, they would not go free since they 
are serving sentences for other alleged crimes 
or pending trial on other charges. Supporters 
of the New York 5 maintain that police have 
/been wanting to nail th'e defendants On 
something because of their long movement activ- 
ity in the city. Both Gabriel and Francisco 
Torres were members of the Young Lords Party, 
and Bell, Bottom and Washington were members of 
the New York Black Panther Party. 

In an interview during the course of the 
two and a half month trial, Gabriel Torres re- 
marked, "You sit in that court room and you 
see what goes on, and you have to lay back and 
say, 'Wow, I couldn't have been wrong.' They're 
constantly reminding me that I've done the 
proper thing with my life, that I've taken the 
proper stand." 

—30 — 


******** * * * * * * * * ***** * * * * * *********** * * * * * * * * * * 

WOMAN WINS FIGHT AGAINST OFFICE KP 

NEW YORK (LNS) ~-A woman who was fired for re- 
fusing to clean the kitchen of the travel agency 
where she worked as a tour guide won her point 
and $2,390 in back pay after the American Civil 
Liberties Union filed a suit in her behaf with 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) . 

Last September the travel agency had ordered 
its 36 female employees to wash coffee pots and 
do other work in the kitchen. The agency's 12 
male employees were not asked to do kitchen duty. 

The travel agency agreed to discontinue the 
cleanup policy and gave in to the woman's demands 
before the EEOC ruled. 

— So- 


ft***** ************************************ ******** 

"No member of the First Family would ever 
violate a law of the United States of America and 
anyone who thinks they would has a warped mind." 

--White House communications chief Ken 
Clawson in reference to the First Lady's Saudi 


(# 613 ) 


May 18, 1924 


more 



PEOPLE'S LAWSUIT FILED TO SET ASIDE '72 ELECTION; 

CITE "NUMEROUS CRIMINAL ACTS" 

AIDED NIXON RE-ELECTION 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--The Committee to Set Aside El- 
ection '72--a legal project of the National Lawyers 
Guild- -has filed in Federal District Court for the 
District of Columbia a massive 207 page complaint 
seeking "a judgement setting' aside the 1972 election 
as unconstitutional and unlawful and therefore null 
and void." 

The filing was announced at a Washington, D.C. 
press conference on May 21 attended by members of 
the Committee to Set, Aside Election '72 (CSAE'72), 
lawyers for the suit, and Gilbert Padilla, secretary- 
treasurer of the United Farmworkers of America. 

Attorney Peter Young discussed the underlying 
principles of the lawsuit at the press conference. 

"It Is the most fundamental principle of law that the 
felon, when discovered, is not only prosecuted but 
is deprived of the fruits of the felony. The notion 
that the thief should not profit from the theft of 
property is applied equally to the President's theft 
of our right to a democratic election. We call upon 
the courts to rejects the notion that' the level of 
liability diminishes as the size of the crime and 
the stature of the criminal increases." 

Brought as a class action suit by nearly 8,000 
people from all 50 states "as representatives of the 
people of the United States of America," it charges 
that "the defendants and their co-conpirators" com- 
mitted "numerous criminal, and otherwise unlawful acts" 
to gain the re-election of Richard Nixon and Spiro 
Agnew. 

Named as defendants in the suit are people now 
or formerly in the federal government (including Nixon, 
Gerald Ford, Ha 1 deman, Ehrlichman and others), members 
of the Committee to Re-Elect the President (Mitchell, 
Stans etc.), and representatives of big business and 
corrupt labor leaders that fought for and funded Nix- 
on's re-election effort (ITT, Gulf Oil, Associated 
Milk Producers, and Frank Fitzsimmons, President of 
the Teamsters Union, and others). 

Plaintiffs in the suit include anyone who voted 
in the last election, anyone who was eligible to vote 
but did not, and anyone who has paid or will pay U.S. 
income tax. Also included as a plaintiff was Dr. 
Benjamin Spock, the unsuccessful candidate of the 
People's Party and the Peace and Freedom Party for 
President in the 1972 election. 

In addition, plaintiffs include the United Farm- 
workers Union, the Black Panther Party, Vietnam Vet- 
erans Against the War/Winter Soldier Organization? 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund and other 
organizations representing large numbers of people. 

The suit asks that Nixon and Ford be removed 
from office and that each of the defendants be liable 
for money settlements for "an award of punitive and 
exemplary damages" to the plaintiffs and "an award 
compensating the plaintiffs for the cost of preparing 
and prosecuting this suit." The suit argues that Ford 
should be removed with Nixon since he was picked by 
Nixon to succeed Agnew subsequent to the 1972 election. 
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Since the suit contends that Nixon was elected 
fraudulently, he should have no right to choose 
his successor. 

The CSAE'72 suit, also known as the People's 
Lawsuit, basically details three ways in which 
Nixon and those working for his re-election 
conducted a fraudulent campaign. First was the 
misuse of government power and agencies to gain 
campaign contributions and support. Such moves 
included the dropping of legal actions (such as 
the Justice Department did in the ITT anti -trust 
suit) and issuing government contracts as a way 
of encouraging contributions from huge corpora- 
tions and wealthy individuals. 

Secondly, the suit cites widespread efforts 
by Nixon forces to silence opposition. The spec- 
ifics of this charge include such activities as 
the Watergate break-in, the Plumbers operations, 
the enemies list, and government surveillance 
of people opposed to the Nixon administration. 

The recently disclosed use of the Internal Rev- 
enue Service as a political weapon by Nixon is 
also included among these illegal activities. 

Finally, the suit cites the misuse of govern- 
ment power to keep the public misinformed. This 
involves such actions as false Pentagon press 
statements about the war in Southeast Asia ( as 
in the secret bombing of Cambodia and the bombing 
of civilain targets in Vietnam), attacks upon the 
news rifted i a to intimidate them, and the cover-up 
following the Watergate break-in. Also included 
are the various "dirty tricks" used on the part 
of Nixon against his opponents in the 1972 elec- 
tion. 

The People's Lawsuit charges that the con- 
spirators violated the American people's "fund- 
amental right cto a republican form of govern- 
ment and their right to a democratic form of 
government through meaningful and full partici- 
pation in the political process...." 

According to a statement by the Committee 
to Set Aside Election *72, "The oil, food and 
other lobbies werei the real winners in 1972." 

They further note’ that "In filing this lawsuit 
we aim at not only removing Nixon and Ford, but 
also at defending our democratic rights against 
the corporate forces which threaten the freedom 
of each of us . " 

* k * 

For more information about what is going on 
with the People's Lawsuit, or to make a contri- 
bution to help pay legal expenses, write: 

Committee to’ Set Aside Election '72 (CSAE'72), 
c/o National Lawyers Guild, 23 Cornelia Street, 

New York, New York 10014; or phone (212) 255-8028. 

--30-- 

kkkk k k k kkk k k kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkkkkkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkk 

REMEMBER FOLKS, 

You gotta help us by sending at least some 
money every month. If you all could do that, it 
sure would make things a lot easier. We are trying 
our best to find other money, but youigofta help. 

May 18, 1974 
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[See packet #575 for more information and background. 
See graphic In this packet to go with story.] 

PENTAGON PUSHES CHEMICAL-BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 
IN HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--A Pentagon spokesman testified 
before a House subcommittee in early May that the 
military needs a new family of nerve gases to modern- 
ize what he described as an inadequate stockpile 
of chemical munitions. 

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense Amos A. 
Jordan also told the House subcommittee on National 
Security Policy and Scientific Development that 
the Nixon administration's long-held opposition to 
a ban on other chemical weapons, such as herbicides 
and riot control agents, "had not changed." 

Jordan made It clear that the Pentagon feels 
there is much military value in such weapons and 
strongly opposes renewed Congressional attempts to 
include these weapons in the 1925 Geneva protocol 
prohibiting use of chemical and biological weapons. 
The horrible effects of widespread gas warfare during 
World War I prompted the international agreement, 
which the U.S, never signed. 

The I 956 edition of the U.S. Army's Field Manual 
dropped restrictions included in previous editions 
on the use of chemica I -b i ol ogl cal warfare (CBW) 
agents. Up until then, according to the manual, CBW 
agents were to be used only in retaliation. 

Journalist Seymour Hersh wrote in Chemical & 
Biological Warfare: America's Hidden Arsenal: "The 
change in policy was simple: After 1.956 the mi 1 itary 
was free to wage chemical and biological warfare 
on a first-strike basis during conventional warfare." 

Nerve gas wasn't invented until the Second Wprld 
War. It has been a significant part of the U.S. 
arsenal since the end of the Korean War. Production 
of CBW weapons, including nerve gas, during the 
1950's and 1960's led to the creation of enormous 
stockpiles which began to deteriorate with age. 

There are presently nine storage locations (seven 
within the continental U.S.) for the CBW arsenal. 

But despite these stockpiles, the Pentagon 
wants to produce a new type of nerve gas. One of the 
controvers ies which exists now between the Pentagon 
and Congress is whether or not to proceed with the 
actual production of the new gas at the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal in Arkansas. Arthur Kanegis of the National 
Action-Research on the Mi l i tary- 1 ndustr ial Complex 
(NARMIC) describes the Pentagon's new nerve gas 
brainstorm. 

"The new development is tactical nerve gas, a 
'binary' weapon which consists of two chemicals 
that are n on-lethal when kept separate but deadly 
when mixed. They are packaged inside a mortar shell 
kept apart by a 'rupture system' which breaks them 
open only after the shell is fired. 

"Fins make the shell spin during flight, 
thourough 1 y mixing the two chemicals in less than 
ten seconds. When the shell bursts open oh target, 
the gas escapes and kills everyone in the area." 
Needless to say, as with any CBW agent, the binary 
gas makes no distinction between soldiers and 
civilians. 


' Assistant Secretary of Defense Jordan tried to 
justify the production of binary gases to the 
House subcommittee with the excuse that the Pentagon 
needed to modernize the current stockpile of nerve 
gases which he said was "limited" and "does not 
fully meet our requirements." 

He repeated the Pentagon argument that the 
U.S. must maintain a "substantial" stockpile of 
weapons as a deterrent fegainst the Soviet Union 
which, he said, "is better prepared to operate of- 
fensively and defensively in a chemical warfare 
environment than any other nation in the world." 
This argument, however, has been disputed by 
several scientific experts testifying before the 
subcommi ttee . 

It is also highly debatable whether the Soviet 
Union is the actual intended target of the nerve 
gases, or any other chemical -biol ogi cal weapons 
for that matter. The U.S.' most extensive use of 
CBW to date has been in Southeast Asia. And the 
Marine Corps Field Manual FMFM 8-2 openly admits 
that chemical weapons are "ideally suited to 
counter-guerrilla tactical operations.... 

"it Is unlikely that guerrilla forces can ob- 
tain CB defensive equipment. Lethal .. .attacks over 
large areas by ai rcraft . . .of fer optimum means for 
destruction of these forces..." 

The Pentagon spokesman also argued that the 
binary nerve gases would resolve "many operational, 
safety and administrative problems" connected with 
the present nerve gases. These problems are consid- 
erable. In one storage area, Rocky Mountain Arsenal 
in Denver, Colorado, there is a 250-acre "toxic 
yard,'.' where, among other munitions, 
over 21,000 cluster bombs containing the nerve 
gas GB are stored. 

According to the Pentagon, all of these weapons 
are obsolete and must be disposed of. This means 
getting rid of more than 880,000 pounds of explos- 
ives; and 4.2 mi 1 1 ion pounds of nerve §as. 

The Army estimates that the cost of producing, 
storing and disposing of these cluster bombs totals 
$24.8 million. There are also M55 rockets, CS 
tear gas, and mustard gas that must be disposed of 
at Rocky Mountain Arsenal . The total cost for these 
weapons is an additional $11.1 million. This is 
only a fraction of the munitions located at one 
storage area and includes only obsolete or danger- 
ously-decayed weapons. 

Jordan declined to give any public estimate 
of the cost of shifting to the binary munitions, 
but some Congressional estimates have put the cost 
at between $1 and $2 billion. 

Defending other chemical-biological warfare 
agents .during his testimony, Jordan contended that 
tear gas could be useful in reducing casualties 
and that herbicides had a military value in reducing 
foliage around potential ambush points and in the 
perimeters of bases. 

"If it Is a choice between saving weeds or 
lives, I would rather save lives," he said. 

Jordan, of course, was referring only to Amer- 
ican lives. On another level, the grotesqueness of 
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his statement can be understood with a look at the 
Vietnam Wafo Several provinces , for example, were 
sprayed repeatedly in 1968-69 with a herbicide called 
Agent Orange, Many women bore children that died 
one or two months later 0 Others gave birth to deform- 
ed babies with distorted limbs, extra fihgers or 
toes, heads either too small or too large 0 Most of 
the babies died immediately. The rare surviving 
babies, in addition to their physical deformities, 
suffer severe mental retardation , 

in addition, the areas of “weeds 11 that Jordan 
referred to were in most cases the fertile cropland 
of Southeast Asia, Many crops were destroyed because 
of these herbicides, denying both soldiers and 
civilians food needed to survive./' And that Is not a Mo 
Because of the long-term nature of many herbicides, 
land saturated with the chemicals is uncui t i vatable 
for many years, thus destroying a people's means of 
1 1 ve 1 i hood o 
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[Thanks to Chris Robinson's article in the December, 
1973 issue of Recon for some of this information,] ^ 

SOUTHERN COMPANY GETS SCAB CONTRACT WITH 
SOUTH AFRICAN COAL MINES 

ATLANTA, Georgia (LNS) --Southern Compnay * a 
multi -billion dollar monopoly controlling several 
major southern utilities* recently signed .a: con- 
tract to import coal from South Africa, in violation 
of United Nation sanctions against trading with the 
white minority government there 0 

The contract involves the purchase of 500,000 
tons m 1974, increasing to 750,000 tons in 1975 , 

The first shipments are scheduled to arrive in Mobile, 
Alabama by the end of May. The electricity gener- 
ated by this coal will be used by all of Southern ! s 
holding companies, particularly by Georgia Power 
Company, 

Even though the coal will be transported 9,000 
miles, the price will still be competitive with 
UoSo coal because black mine workers in South 
Africa are conscripted to work in the mines for an 
average pay of $66 a month 0 

Aside from cheap labor, South African mine owners 
also mine cheap coal because they don f t have to 
spend money on making the mines safe 0 The worst 
mining disaster in history occurred there in 1960, 
when over .a square mile of mine roof fell in, killing 
457 miners o 

There is ample coal in the southern U.S. to 
supply Southern f s subsidiaries 0 The company current- 
ly gets its coal from northern Alabama and western 
Kentucky, and the contract with South Aftica will 
cost about 575 miners their jobs 0 By trading with 
South Africa, the Southern Company can avoid deal- 
ing with the powerful District 20 of the United 
Mine Workers Union in Alabama 0 

A large demonstration will be held at Southern 
Company f s stockholders meeting in Alabama on May 
22 o For more information, or to find out how to 
protest Southern's contract with South Africa, 
contact the Georgia Power Project* PO Box 1856, 
Atlanta, Georgia 30301 0 


H WE WANT TO OWN OUR COUNTRY!" 

PORTUGAL °S NEW PROVISIONAL GOVT, FACES MASSIVE 
STRIKES AND OCCUPATIONS; AFRICAN WARS CONTINUE 

LISBON, Portugal (LNS)--Eight thousand five 
hundred .workers from Lisbon f s largest shipyard 
struck on May 15 and hundreds of thousands of 
textile' workers threaten to strike in massive 
worker actions which challenge Portugal f s newly- 
formed provisional government . 

On May 15, General Antonio de Spinola, leader 
of the 7-man military junta that overthrew Gaetano f s 
fascist regime April 25, was named president of a 
new government which includes leaders of the pre- 
viously outlawed Communist and. Socialist parties 0 

Before the establishment of the provisional 
government, the junta, with the support of the 
Socialist and Communist party 7 leaders, had 
unsuccessfully attempted to defuse a threatened 
wave , of industrial strikes » A set of wage boosts 
and a reduction of the work week to 40 hours in 
basic industry and construction were announced May 

10o 

However, the workers were not mollified by 
these concessions. The striking shipyard workers 
occupied the sprawling Lisnav plant the night of 
May 15, demanding a doubling of wages and total 
worker control of the shipyard 0 

The workers waved banners that proclaimed "We 
want to own our country," and "Down with the useless 
lackeys, up with the workers," according to a 
New . York Times correspondent, "Lackeys" presumably 
refers to management which supported the ousted 
regime . 

Hammer and sickly symbols were sprayed over 
executive elevators leading to offices housing 
Portugal ! s biggest industrial and commercial com- 
bine, the Companhia Uniao Febrile 

Plants belonging to Firestone, ITT and Timex 
were struck and occupied by workers demanding 
significant wage increases and the removal of 
fascists from management . 

Two thousand women workers had previously 
seized control of the Timex plant, demanding the 
immediate ouster of six; supervisors who they des- 
scribed as "fascist tools" of the old regime 0 They 
rejected a proposal, to suspend the supervisors 
pending an investigation, and continue to hold the 
pi an to 

Appointed to the new provisional government were 
Alvaro CunhaM and Mario Soares, ' leaders- of the 
Communist and Socialist parties, respectively 0 
both were allowed to return from exile after the 
coup 0 The Communist Party has emerged since the 
coup as the strongest civilian political force 0 

Of the fifteen cabinet members * five are members 
of the Socialist and Communist parties, holding posts 
which include ^ Foreign Minister, Minister of Justice 
and Minister of Information. The Labor Minister is 
a Communist Party member and a former labor leader . 
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Ten days before his appointment, Cunhal had 
issued a directive opposing strikes in the "present 
period. " He had warned against the spontaneous 
seizure of factories, housing projects, campuses 
and other institutions, which have been happening 
more and more in Portugal since the coup. 

The present worker actions ignore Cunhal ' s 
party's directives, which had also pledged to 
"firmly oppose opportunistic and adventuristic" 
actions that would serve to create a "climate 
for counter-revolution. " Presumably, this state- 
ment referred, to to Movement for the Reorganization 
of the Proletarian Party, described by the Wash- 
ington Post as a "Maoist" group, which had been 
promoting worker takeovers and encouraging soldiers 
to refuse the draft or desert, until the African 
wars are ended. 

Rogiero Carvalho, another member of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party released 
from jail after the coup, was quoted in the Wash- 
ington Post as saying that his party endorsed the 
junta's warning against unauthorized "mini-revolu- 
tions." He said that "Any activity which would 
disrupt the alliance of democratic forces with the 
military would be disastrous." 

Cunhal has taken a con cii 5 a to- ty posture on 
other issues as well. Regarding the U.S. military 
base at Lajes on Portugal's Azores Island in the 
Atlantic, which was the major stepping stone for 
the U.S. arms airlift to Israel during the October 
war, Cunhal said that Portugal must "negotiate with 
the United States" on the question. 

As for Portugal's membership in NATO, Cunhal 
said that he was opposed to it, but hoped that 
this military bloc would eventually melt away 
with "the international thaw" of the cold war and 
the "progress of peaceful coexistence." 

Cunhal stated that the general election, 
promised by the junta to take place within a year, 
was "the primary task ahead," taking precedence 
over all other considerations. The other consider- 
ations are apparently the differences over how 
the new government should deal with the African 
colonies' demands for complete independence from 
Lisbon. 

THE INDEPENDENCE QUESTION: PORTUGAL VS.' AFRICAN 

LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 

A top junta official threatened May 11 that 
Portugal would intensify its African war against 
the liberation movements of Angola, Mozambique and 
Guinea-Bissau unless the "rebels" lay down their 
arms . 

The junta's renewed declaration of war was 
launched by General Francisco da Costa Gomes, 
chief of staff of the armed forces and vice-pres- 
ident of the former junta, during the period of 
the formation of the present provisional govern- 
ment, while on an "inspection visit" to Mozambique. 

Gomes said that unless Frelimo (the Mozambi- 
que liberation front) accepts the junta' s"cease- 
fire " offer and lays down its arms to become 
a "nonviolent political party, " the Portuguese 
government "Would have no choice but to continue 
and if necessary intensify" its fight to crush it. 


Frelimo gave its answer to the cease-fire by 
blowing up two freight trains and a luxury express 
bus, and shooting down a military transport plane, 
among other actions during Gomes' four-day visit 
in the colony. Most of the attacks came in areas 
whcih Portugal had claimed were "pacified." 

On his return to Portugal, Gomes proclaimed 
that Portugal would not be able to hold on to 
Mozambique because of the deteriorating military, 
political and economic situation. However, a junta 
spokesman stated afterwards that this "was the 
general's personal opinion." 

Interestingly, and to the surprise of people 
following events in Portugal, Gomes was not appointed 
to head the Defense Ministry in the provisional 
government. The appointments were made public shortly 
after Gomes' return from Mozambique. 

Immediately after the coup, the Socialist and 
Communist party leaders differed strongly with 
Spinola, then head of the junta, on the future of the 
African colonies. Spinola favored continued Portu- 
guese rule of its three colonies, but under a fed- 
eration in which the colonies would have "equal 
status" with Portugal. Cunhal and Soares insisted 
on the immediate granting of their full Independence. 

However, according to the Washington Post's 
Correspondent, the Communist and Socialist parties 
"toned down" their differences with the junta on 
Africa during the 10 days before the provisional 
cabinet was announced. 

Portugal's press, uncensored for the first time 
after nearly 50 years of fascist rule, reports daily 
on the mounting casualty toll from Africa. Figures 
covering the period from December to March list 429 
Portuguese killed and 1749 wounded, and this only 
in clashes with Frelimo in Mozambique. 

Major Jose Sanches Osorio, press spokesman 
under the junta, stressed on May 11 that the troop 
rotation assignments for Africa set before the coup 
would remain in effect and were being enforced. 

There has been no reduction in draft call-ups. 

Widespread agitation among draftees in Mozambi- 
que was reported May 12 by a New York Times corres- 
pondent. Many soldiers believed in the first days 
after the coup that they would go home to Portugal 
within a week, and they are sharply disappointed that 
the conflict is to continue. Leftist manifestos 
demanding the immediate end of the war , independence 
for Mozambique, and the return of all troops home 
are circulating among the soldiers. 

However,, a young Air Force captain (representing 
the Armed Forces Movement of junior officers who 
carried out the April 25 coup and then asked Spinola 
to head the junta) told the Times correspondent that 
his movement would not suurender Mozambique and would 
continue the war until a referendum showed that the 
people demanded otherwise. Such a referendum, to be 
held at an unspecified time, forms part of the colonial 
program announced earlier by Spinola. 

So. far, the liberation movements from Angola, 
Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau have categorically re- 
jected Spinola' s terms for a cease-fire, vowing to 
step up their fighting until complete independence is 
won. [CONTINUED ON INSIDE FRONT COVER] 
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AIR FORCE MAINTAINS LYING IS OKAY; 

CLAIMS SECRET BOMBING OF CAMBODIA LIKE "TROJAN HORSE" 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--The Atr Force Law Office 
has maintained that St Is legal for the military to 
1?e--for military or foreign policy reasons --accord- 
ing to a recently released Senate report. 

A memorandum from Brig. Gen. Harold R. Vague 
to the Senate Armed Services Committee investigat- 
ing the 14 month secret air war in Cambodia claims 
that the military has the right to disguise mili- 
tary operations through inaccurate or untrue of- 
ficial reports. 

Though the hearings into the secret bombing 
of Cambodia were held last year* the reports were 
just recently released. The secret bombings were 
first revealed when an Air Force communications 
officer admitted that he had been falsifying reports 
on the orders of higher-ups. 

Air Force officials admitted at the hearings 
that President Nixon had ordered the unauthorized 
raids Into Cambodia in March, 1969~~about two 
months after his inauguration. 

The officials also admitted that correct infor- 
mation on the more than 3500 bombing missions were 
sent to a few top Pentagon officials and to the 
White House, but "fake" reports identifying the tar- 
gets as being in South Vietnam were fed to Pentagon 
computers. It was these fake reports that led to 
the misinforming of Congress and the American public. 

The Air Force tried to justify falsifications 
by saying that "military history abounds in such 
cover stories, from the Trojan horse to, the elaborate 
deceptions designed to cover the locations and tim- 
ing of the invasion of Europe in World War II." 

The rub, of course, is that it was no secret 
to the Cambodians that they were being bombed. The 
only people who were being kept in the dark were 
Congress and the American people. 

-30- 
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RADIOACTIVE JUJJTQMUM FOUND ON POND BOTTOM 
HALF-MILE FROM AEC WEAPONS FACTORY 

MIAMiSBURG, Ohio (LNS) --Rad loact i ve plutonium 
has leaked out of the Atomic Energy Commission's 
(AEC) own weapons factory in Miami s burg , Ohio. 

The plutonium was identified by the AEC as an 
isotope of a metal not found in nature called pi u - 
ton lum-238. According to the Washington Post , plu- 
tonium-238 is one of the most toxic materials known 
and can cause almost instant death if Inhaled. One 
scientist quoted in the Post estimated plutonium-238 
in the lungs is about 1.00,000 times more poisonous 
than cobra venon or potassium cyanide, and about 
10,000 times more poisonous than nerve gases. 

It takes 87.5 ■years for plutonium-238 to 
break down and decrease its radioactivity by one 

hal f . 

The plutonium was found In sediment at the bot- 
tom of the old Erie Canal and two ponds adjacent to 

Vage 8 


it, about half a mile from the Miamisburg fac- 
tory. "We have no idea how the plutonium leaked 
out of the factory into the mud," said an AEC 
spokesperson. "This comes as a complete surprise." 

The AEC said it had not found any "abnormal" 
levels of radioactivity in the air, water or 
vegetation around the plant. In a statement, the 
AEC claimed "the plutonium presents no health 
problems because it has been found In sediments 
under water." 

This conclusion is questionable, however, 
since water is not general 1 y considered an eff- 
ective shield against radioactivity. 

Miamisburg, population 14,800, Is a suburb 
of Dayton Ohio, which has a population of 882,000. 
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PLANE PASSENGERS AND HANDLERS EXPOSED TO 
RADIOACTIVE CARGO 

NEW YORK (LNS) --An investigation Is being 
made of the cause and possible ill effects of a 
radioactive cargo leak on two Delta Airline flights. 

The incidents, which occurred on two Delta 
flights, from Washington to Atlanta on April 5, 
and from Atlanta to Baton Rouge on April 6, may 
have exposed HO passengers to levels of radiation 
as high as 20 roentgens-- -4 times the maximum level 
permitted for Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) work- 
ers. According to the AEC, an unspecified number 
of cargo- handlers may also have been exposed to 
the radioactive Iridium 192, which is used in 
industry. 

The leak from the improperly shielded cargo 
was discovered on April 8 by the cargo's reel ^ 
plant, Gamma industries in Baton Rouge. 

Although AEC officials said the estimated 
levels of exposure were not; as severe as they 
had 'original ly feared , the effects of the exposure 
are still in doubt. The AEC is notorious for un- 
derstating the effects of exposure to harmful 
radiation. 

In fact, a recent study of 12 pregnant stew- 
ardesses! on one airline disclosed that six either 
suffered mi scarr Sages or gave birth to deformed 
babies because of excessive exposure to leaks 
from radioactive cargo. 

The Airline Pilots Association had written 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) less 
thah a month before the Delta incidents, on March 
21, asking the FAA to temporarily ban the ship- 
ment of hazardous substances by air. They char- 
ged that the regulations covering them were in- 
adequate. The pilots have refused to carry haz- 
ardous cargoes unless the FAA takes action. 

-30- 

(thanks to Environmental Action and the Washing- 
ton Monthly for the information in this short) 
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We still need money verv bad l u . IT HASN'T 
BEEN ROLLING IN FOLKS. Try and regard this aSr-the 
opportunity you've been waiting for to catch up 


oh V9ur. back bill. — _ 
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TOP: This cartoon appeared in the Italian newspaper LOTTA CONTINUA' ("CONTINUOUS STRUGGLE"). 
CREDIT : LOTTA C0N1INUA/LNS 


MIDDLE : Mayday in Lisbon „ Portugal's new government faces massive strikes and occupations . 
MAY BE USED WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 6 OF THIS PACKET 0)623). 


BOTTOM RIGHT : See caption under the 
picture , 

MAY BE USED WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 
1 Q OF THE LAST PACKET r §622. 

CREDIT: NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: Hostile crowds in Lisbon 
surround a tank in which three members 
of the Portuguese political police 
took refuge. 

MAY BE USED WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 6 
OF THIS PACKET (#613 ) „ 
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TOP RIGHT CREDIT: BULLETIN POPULAIRE/LNS 


TOP LEFT: This graphic can go with the short, 
on page 8, or with the nuclear energy stories 
in packets nos. 602 , 607 f or 610. 

CREDIT: Hereth/LNS 


MIDDLE LEFT: CREDIT: Bea Weidner/WOMENS SURVIVAL 
MANUAL/ LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: This graphic can go with the 
story about chemical -biological warfare 
on page 5 „ 

CREDIT: NARMIC/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: Cover repeat. This can go with the 
stories on Nixon and organized crime in packets 
nos. 590 s 594 , 595. 608, or 609. 

CREDIT: Jenness Cortez/WASHINGTON PARK SPIRIT/LNS 
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